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Exposing Error: Is it Worthwhile?

Objection is often raised even by some sound in the
faith-regarding the exposure of error as being entirely
negative and of no real edification. Of late, the hue and
cry has been against any and all negative teaching. But
the brethren who assume this attitude forget that a
large part of the New Testament, both of the teaching
of our blessed Lord Himself and the writings of the
apostles, is made up of this very character of ministry-
namely, showing the Satanic origin and, therefore, the
unsettling results of the propagation of erroneous sys-
tems which Peter, in his second epistle, so definitely
refers to as ""damnable heresies."

Our Lord prophesied, "Many false prophets shall rise,
and shall deceive many." Within our own day, how
many false prophets have risen; and oh, how many are
the deceived! Paul predicted, "I know this, that after
my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among
you, not sparing the flock. Also of your own selves shall
men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away dis-
ciples after them. Therefore watch." My own observa-
tion is that these "grievous wolves," alone and in
packs, are not sparing even the most favored flocks.
Elders in these "perilous times" will do well to note the
apostle's warning: "Take heed therefore unto your-
selves, and to all the flock, over the which the holy
Spirit hath made you overseers." It is as important in
these days as in Paul's-in fact, it is increasingly impor-
tant-to expose the many types of false teaching that,
on every hand, abound more and more.

We are called upon to "contend earnestly for the faith
once for all delivered to the saints," while we hold the
truth in love. The faith means the whole body of re-
vealed truth, and to contend for all of God's truth ne-
cessitates some negative teaching. The choice is not
left with us. Jude said he preferred a different, a pleas-

anter theme-"Beloved, when | gave all diligence to
write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful
for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye
should earnestly contend for the faith which was once
delivered unto the saints. For there are certain men
crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to
this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of
our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord
God, and our Lord Jesus Christ" (Jude 3, 4). Paul like-
wise admonishes us to "have no fellowship with the
unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove
them" (Eph. 5:11).

This does not imply harsh treatment of those en-
trapped by error-quite the opposite. If it be objected
that exposure to error necessitates unkind reflection
upon others who do not see as we do, our answer is: it
has always been the duty of every loyal servant of
Christ to warn against any teaching that would make
Him less precious or cast reflection upon His finished
redemptive work and the all-sufficiency of His present
service as our great High Priest and Advocate.

Every system of teaching can be judged by what it sets
forth as to these fundamental truths of the faith.
"What think ye of Christ?" is still the true test of every
creed. The Christ of the Bible is certainly not the Christ
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of any false "-ism." Each of the cults has its hideous
caricature of our lovely Lord. Let us who have been
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redeemed at the cost of His precious blood be
"good soldiers of Jesus Christ." As the battle
against the forces of evil waxes ever more hot, we
have need for God-given valor.

There is constant temptation to compromise. "Let
us go forth therefore unto Him without the camp,
bearing His reproach." It is always right to stand
firmly for what God has revealed concerning His
blessed Son's person and work. The "father of
lies" deals in half-truths and specializes in most
subtle fallacies concerning the Lord Jesus, our sole
and sufficient Savior.

Error is like leaven of which we read, "A little
leaven leaveneth the whole lump." Truth mixed
with error is equivalent to all error, except that it

is more innocent looking and, therefore, more
dangerous. God hates such a mixture! Any error,
or any truth-and-error mixture, calls for definite
exposure and repudiation. To condone such is to
be unfaithful to God and His Word and treacher-
ous to imperiled souls for whom Christ died.

Exposing error is a most unpopular work. But from
every true standpoint it is a worthwhile work. To
our Savior, it means that He receives from us, His
blood-bought ones, the loyalty that is His due. To
ourselves, if we consider "the reproach of Christ
greater riches than the treasures of Egypt," it en-
sures future reward, a thousand-fold. And to those
"caught in the snare of the fowler"- how many of
them God only knows-it may mean light and life,
abundant and everlasting.

Test Your Leaders

“Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his right
hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks; | know thy works, and thy labour, and thy
patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are
apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars” (Revelation 2:1-2).

It would seem absurd to think that these men
claimed to have been the apostles selected by our
Lord. The only solution would seem to be that
their claims were either, that they had been called
to that office after the Lord ascended, as Paul
was; or, that they claimed the honor due to this
name or office, in virtue of some election to it; or,
that they claimed to be the successors of the
apostles, and to possess and transmit their au-
thority.

In either case there are but two types of apostles
spoken of in the Scriptures, the twelve apostles
who were sent out by our Lord to spread the Gos-
pel and those apostles sent out by the Church, as
the word apostle simply means “messenger, am-
bassador.” — See Acts 14:14

In our text, there were those who were claiming
to be apostles when they were not. The Lord

praised the Church at Ephesus for detecting their
false claims. While today many denominations
claim to have apostles, these men were not apos-
tles of any other Church or association, for the
Lord would not have praised them for detecting
false apostles of the world. No! These false apos-
tles were in God’s Church!

While today we do not have apostles, we do have
congregational elders, who not only serve their
local ecclesias, but who from time to time are in-
vited to serve other ecclesias and conventions.
These elders can and do sit on committees and
publish Bible studies by way of journals, newslet-
ters, books, etc. Their qualifications as elders are
highlighted in 1 Tim. 3:1-7. They are to shepherd
the flock that has been entrusted to them, by
teaching them, encouraging them and preparing
them against what the Lord described as “wolves
in sheep’s clothing.” — Mark 7:15
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In our Revelation text, the Lord said, “thou hast
tried them.” According to Thayer’s Greek-English
Lexicon of the New Testament, the word “tried”
is defined as: “to try, make trial of, test: for the
purpose of ascertaining his quality.” Does that
sound like we should just go along with what the
elders say and teach? The Lord says you can either
easily put them to the test or you can easily be de-
ceived.

Our focus should always be on the Christ who is in
our midst. Revelation 1:12-13 reads, “And | turned
to see the voice that spake with me. And being
turned, | saw seven golden candlesticks; And in
the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto
the Son of man, clothed with a garment down to
the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden
girdle.” The emphasis is not on the seven candle-
sticks—the emphasis is on Christ who is in the
midst of the seven candlesticks—Christ is right in
the middle. But He will allow His followers to go
astray.

Let’s continue the description of Christ: ‘“His head
and his hairs were white like wool, as white as
snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire; And his
feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a fur-
nace; and his voice as the sound of many waters.
And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out
of his mouth went a sharp two-edged sword: and
his countenance was as the sun shineth in his
strength” (verses 14-16). This great Being is de-
scribed to introduce the seven eras of Revelation 2
and 3. If we let Christ and His work slide from the
middle of the picture, all we have left are deceived
churches. So the emphasis is not on being “in the
Church,” but following the Lord! When John saw
Christ in this vision, he “fell at his feet as
dead” (verse 17).

Unless this same Christ leads the Church, we are in
serious trouble; and if Christ isn’t leading the
Church, we should not follow! If the Ephesus
Church members, in a right attitude, tried those
who said they were apostles, shouldn’t you? This
was the same Ephesus Church which was dis-

cussed in 3 John 9-10. Was Diotrephes one of
those false apostles? How did he get all those peo-
ple to follow him while casting John’s followers
out of the Church? How much authority did he
have? It’s difficult to say. John’s followers, who
stood by John and Christ, were “cast out.” The
point is, John discerned Diotrephes’ evil motives
and rebuked him. We need to do the same.

Paul said, “Be ye followers of me, even as | also
am of Christ” (1 Corinthians 11:1). Paul said the
leader is to follow Christ. Follow a man only as he
follows Christ. We can’t do that unless we are test-
ing and proving all things. It’s very biblical to do
so.

“Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spir-
its whether they are of God: because many false
prophets are gone out into the world” (1 John 4:1).
John pleaded with God’s beloved people to “try
the spirits.” Why? Because there are “many” false
prophets and false leaders. Often these deceivers
were among God’s people. We must always test
our leaders with God’s Word.

We must prove all things! Individuals go astray.
Ecclesias go astray. Christ never goes astray! A
man is not the trunk of the tree. An organization is
not the trunk of the tree. God’s Word is the trunk
of the tree. And what Christ established through
Pastor Russell for some 40 years is a big part of
the tree trunk. Anyone who has been among the
Lord’s people for any period of time is use to
change. But not all change is good.

“These [Bereans] were more noble than those in
Thessalonica, in that they received the word with
all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures
daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11).
Do you realize brethren, that your approach to
Bible study helps reveal to God how noble you
are? Do you search the Scriptures daily “with all
readiness of mind,” eager to see what the Bible
says, so you can follow Christ more perfectly?
God’s elect are very noble people when it comes
to their Bible study.
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Thayer’s Lexicon says the word “searched” is often
used as the verb “judge” in the Bible. The Bereans
approached their Bible study by investigating and
examining the evidence. That includes examining
our elders and those who take the lead, as long as it
is done with a Berean attitude. God knows if an atti-
tude is right. It is good to have “righteous indigna-
tion” when the direction is wrong among the Lord’s
people. God certainly does!

Luke said these people had greater nobility because
of this attitude. That means a higher reward in
God’s Kingdom. The very elect have fallen in love
with God’s truth. They love God so much they will
stand alone or even die for Him. They are not de-
ceived by “hugs and kisses” without real substance.
And they are not deceived by endless talk of “love”!
They know what the true love of God is. They judge
by “fruits” (Matthew 7:16), not outward appear-
ance.

“And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in
them that perish; because they received not the
love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for
this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that
they should believe a lie” (2 Thessalonians 2:10-11).
God will personally send strong delusion! But why?
Why would God send strong delusion to His own
people? Does He want us to fail? Of course not. This
is God’s way of testing who “received not the love
of the truth” (verse 10). God wants to know how
much you love Him and His Word. It’s not possible

to deceive God’s very elect (Matthew 24:24).

Paul is not talking about normal delusion being sent
to God’s people—this is “strong delusion.” We’re
going to see thousands of people deceived because
they are “blind” to their own spiritual condition
(Revelation 3:17). They assume there is safety in
numbers, and they assume they are God’s very elect
who cannot be deceived. If they are not careful,
these assumptions will lead them into the Great
Tribulation and possibly the lake of fire!

We all think we love God. God requires that we have
the depth of love necessary to withstand strong de-
lusion. God sends ‘“strong delusion” to His people
to determine who will be His very elect. God wants
to know who loves the truth—and who just has it.
With a wrong attitude, some are going to lose out
big time! (2 Thessalonians 2:10). God is dead serious
about our calling. The Lord’s people have been
flooded with present truth. Now God is going to see
if we just talk about faith—or really live by faith—by
His Word. Do we remember what we were taught
and do we live by it?

God sends strong delusion to see if His people are
Faithful. The Lord wants to know who will qualify
for His Kingdom. That is the whole purpose for our
existence. There are probably more warnings in the
New Testament about false teachers than any other
subject. If God saw fit to put these warnings in His
Word, then we brethren, should take it seriously.

“Promotion cometh neither from the east, nor from the west, nor from the south. But God is the judge:
He putteth down one, and setteth up another.”- Psalm 75:6,7

WE may have desires and aspirations for usefulness which will never be gratified. The Lord may see that
we could not bear the exaltation and honor which we seek. He knows far better than we do what is for
our good, and so He would have us rest contented in His providence, not idle, but diligent; not careless,
but watchful; not indifferent, but full of intense, earnest longing to do the will of God; yet patient under
restraint, and content to be neglected and forgotten, remembering that "they also serve who only stand
and wait," and that the Lord in His own well-chosen hour can lead us forth to fulfil His purposes of grace.
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